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1 
But I ſay unto you, That whoſoever looketh on a Vo- 
man to luſt after her, hath committed Adultery 
with her already in his Heart. 


E find by many Paſlages in this and the following 
Chapters, that our Saviour had much to do to free 
the Law of God from thoſe perverſe gloſſes and in- 
terpretations, which the Ignorance or Malice of men, aſſiſted 
by the ruſt and corruption of Time and Age, had faſtned to 
us; it being proper to the Nature of man rather handſomly to 
deceive it ſelf, then willingly to go againſt a Viſible light; 
to frame the Law to its own deſires when it finds it hard to 
conform them to the Law, and ſecretly and by little and lir- 

tle to change the Senſe, though openly it retain the Letter 
In this ſtate of things our Saviour now found the Fewiſh 
Church, wherein partly the Subtilty of their Doctors and 
Rabbles, partly the Tradition of the Lawyers, and practice 
and cuſtome of their Courts had perverted the Law of God, 
underſtanding that looſely which was ſtrictly delivered, and 
judging of that carnally which was Spiritually intended; Ou 
Saviour therefore, that he might fully comply with his Pro- 
phetical office takes upon him to reform theſe Abuſes, and tc 
rectiſie theſe Interpretations, which having done in the'for: 
mer Verſes concerning Murder, he begins in the 27 verſe t. 
clear thoſe Miſtakes which had broken in upon this precept o 
Adultery; Ye have heard (fays he) that it was ſaid to thoſe © 
Old, thou ſhalt not commit Adultery ; But I fay unto you 
whoſoever looketh upoo a Woman to luſt after her, hath a 
ready cominitted Adultery with her in his heart. Where b 
the way we muſt note, that though the looking of a Ma 
upon a Woman be onely ſpecified, yet the looking of a W 
man upon a man is equally intended; and though Adultet 
be here only named yet all the Species of it are underſtoog 
only our Saviour having once inſiſted upon that particul: 
continues his diſcourſe to-it, that ſo the Compariſon a 
Proportion between the\6ttwardactions of the Body, and t 
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inward actions of the Heart Cobich he principally aimed at) 
might more evidently, and more immediately appear. 

In the Words themſelves we may confider theſe Parts, 
The Crime and the Fact; the Fact in theſe words, He that 
looketh upon a Woman to luſt after her: The Crime in theſe, 
Hath committed Adultery in his heart. Where 

Fitſt, We ſhall conſider the Nature of Adultery in general. 
Secondly. Adultery as it is reſtrained to the heart only. Then; 
Tuhirdly, In the matter ot Fact we ſhall conſider; 

Firſt, The luſting after a Woman. 5 

Then, The Looking upon her to luſt. 1 

After which (having thus explained the Terms and put the 
Caſe) we ſhall endeavour to reſolve, How, and in what ſenſe 
this ſaying of our Sayiour is to be underſtood, I 


All which, when we have done Doctrinally, we {hall go 
over the ſeverall parts again in the fame Order, and propoſe 
ſuch Motives to your affections as God hath been pleaſed to 
put into our mind. ö _ 
We begin with the conſideration of Adulter y in genera 
Adultery,as it is the breach of that Faith which is ſolemnly gi- 
ven in Marriage, whether it be by the Man or by the Womaa, 
a great Sin ſure ;' whether in reſpecx of God, or in reſpect of 
Men; in reſpect of God, who was ſolemnly invocated to be 
a witne(s of that Covenant which we wiltully violate, in the 
preſence of whom and his bleſſed Angels, and the Church of 
Chriſt, the marryed perſons mutually promiſed their fidelity 
to each other, ſo that (as the Apoſtle (ay D) they have now no 
longer power over their own bodies, in which they have 
parted with their right and property, and indeed they are 
now no longer their own bur one_anothers, and fo true and 
real is this Change, and ſo neer and individual is this Union, 
that the expreſſion of the Apoſtle ſcems ro be very high and 


eff. >yperbolical, and reliſhing ſomewhat of the Poet and the lover, 


when he tells us that it is Magnum Sacramentum, a high and 
a holy Miſtery: when he thinks it to be a fit type and refem- 
blance of that, which the moſt ſtraining heights, the moſt. 
gallant compariſons, and the moſt boaſting expreſſions of 


our Love and Poetry together come infinitely ſhort of, and 


that is the Love and Union between Chriſt and bu Church: 


N A 2 an 


an nion ſo near, that it is Wat fleſh: of his fleſh and bone 
of his bone, for the ſame Spirit that conceived him conceives 
that, dwells in that, quickens and enlivens and moves that; 
ſo that it is not only figuratively and miſtically, but truely 
and indeed his very Body, as the nouriſhment which I receive 
and digeſt, and becomes inſormed with my Soul, is a part of 
my Body, ſv neer and ſo wonderful is this Union. And as for 
the Love of Chriſt to his Church, it is a flame as far tran- 
ſcending ours as the heavenly does the elementary; that is that 
that brought him down from Heaven, form the Throne, nay 
from the boſom of his Father, that cloathed him with our 
corruption, our miſerable fleſh, debaſed him to the from of a 
ſervant, and ſubjected him to thoſe mean, but withal to thoſe 

aſfectionate ſervices, which all our vain and mortal love is ſo 
far from approaching, that it muſt vaniſh and hide it ſelf be- 
fore that ſacred Charity both with ſhame and wonder; and all 
this to teach us, how holy and unviolable the tye and Union, 
how pure, how chaſt, how fervent, how unchangeable, how 
honourable the Love of Marriage ought to be. I 
A tranſgreſſion therefore againſt this tye and this Love 
mult needs be an heinos fin, heinous in reſpect of God who is 
made a witneſs to that Covenant; and in this reſpect it was 
reaſonably done of him who excepted againſt the reſtimony of 
an Adulterer as againſt a Man perjured alfeady; be inom in 
reſpect of the perſon. who is made a party to that Covenant, 
with whom we ſo. careleſly break our faith and loyalty, and 
laſtly very heinous in reſpect of our Neighbour, whoſe hedge 
we break down, and whoſe encloſure we lay waſt ; whilſt we 
do not only purloyn and defile and diſhonour that which is his 
moſt proper poſſeſſion, , that which is as much his own, as his 
own body is his Wife: Not only diſhonour her, and her 
whole Family together, but we invade and incroach upon. his 
Inheritance alſo by making our Baff ard his Heir; ſuborning 
and ſtealing into the poſſeſſion of his Eſtate the Son of that 
perſon, whom of all men living he has reafon to deteſt for hav- 
ing been his moſt cauſeleſs but moſt injurious enemy. Tou 
ſee therefore the nature of the Crime here mentioned, how 
great a ſin it is in reſpect of the impietꝝ towards God, and how 
great it is allo in reſpect of the Injury towards Men. 
£ | | t 
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It comes next to be AS that this Crime ( as foul as 
it is) may be committed in the heart only: He that looketh 
on a Woman to luſt after her hath already committed Adultery 
„„ „„ EEE 

In his heart; that is, Though he hath not committed it in 
the out ward act, but only in his will and intention, for in- 
deed it is the Will only that gives the ſtamp and the value to 
the outward actions; the ſame Act in reſpect of ſeveral in- 
tentions may either be a bloody murther or an haſty Man- 
ſlaughter, or an unfortunate accident, or an innocent defence 
That which defiles a man (ſaith our Saviour) enters not into 
2 man but cometh forth from within him, from the heart, 
there's the Fountain that defiles the Streams, tis not the ſtreams 
that corrupt the fountain. 6 | 

That the Jes at this time, had, by their licencious and 
indulged Traditions and Gloſſes, very much defaced and 
darkned this Truth, and had begot an Opinion very common 
to the Nation. That a forbearance of the Outward act only 
was all that the Law of God required from them, may ap- 
pear both by the often and earneſt endeavours of our Saviour 
to aſſert the Divine Law to its primitive, and genuine and 
ſpiritual Senſe, and to reſtore it to its uuverſal'latirude and 
obligation upon the ſpirit of Man; as alſo by a paſſage in the 
12th Book of Joſephus's Antiquities, who being himſelf a 
Learned, and a Wiſe and Well born perſon among the peo- 
ple, yet takes occaſion to wonder at the Errour of Polybius 
the Grecian Hifforian (as he accounts it) That the Intention 
only of Sacriledge in Antiochus was the Cauſe why he was 
purſued with Divine Vengeance, ending a wicked life with a 
diſpairing and torturing death; as if ſays he, God uſed to 
puniſh [ntentions only? So much more you ſee the light of 
Nature only in a Wiſe and un- intereſſed Heathen was able to 
diſcover, than the underſtanding of a Few bred up to the 
knowledge of the Law, and atherways Wiſe and Learned; 
only becauſe it was betrayed and blinded by prejudice, and 
tradition of his Teachers. 1 
Foſephus indeed were in the right, if we confider Man only as a Citizen, 
as a Member and part of a Community, ſo his thoughts and defires can 
come into no account ; no Tribunal here upon Earth that can take cogni- 
Z2nCE or exerciſe Juriſdiction OOTY paſſes within a Man if it . 
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7 
ceed not to outward act, as to humane Law, he is reputed Innocent, and 
eden in reſpect of God alfo ; the out ward Act being added much aggravates 
the tault, draws more gullt and puniſhmeat u pon the Offender, both 
becauſe when we proceed ſo far, we give a greater declaration of our Will 
fally and perfectly conſenting unto ſin; and becauſe we then only offer 
I. jury, and occaſion much more Sin and Scandal unto others: yet notwith- 
ſtanding, tho the outward act add to the guilr, yer it does not cauſe ir. 
Our Saviour's Doctrine ſtands good ſtill, That which defiles a Man proceeds 
from within, there the ſpiritual Poy ſon firſt ſpreads it (elf ; the finfulneſs 
proceeds from the obliquity of the Actions, from the unlawfulneſs, from 
the diſzgrecment it hath with the Divine Law, which ought to be the rule 
and meaſure of all our Actions: It i; the tranſgreſſion ot that that makes a 
ſin, and the tranſgreſſion of that, in this particular, that makes this parti- 
cular fin. The conſent of the Will to an unlawful deſire after a Woman, 
tho' no outward act follow after, is that inward Adultery which our Saviy 
our here ſpeaketh of, and fully comprehends the Nature of the Crime 
which Ipromiſed ro ſhew you. | 2 | 

We come next to the matter of the Fact which is here double, luſting 
and looking; bur firſt of luſting, 1 8 a 
What this Jult here is, tho' many are guilty of it, yet perhaps there 
are many alſo that are ignorant what the exact meaning of it is, that do 
not ſufficiently conceive the full latitude and extent of it; and they may 
indeed be more excùhſable becauſe it is a point that even St Paul was once 
ignorant of: I had not known luſt, ſays he. unleſt the law had ſaid thou 
ſhalt not luſt, in Romans the 7th What did not S. Paul think we know 
the Commandment ? or was he ignorant of that which even Polybius an 
Heathen could diſcover, That the inward conſent, the intenſion and re- 
ſolution to ſin, was fin ? this certainly cannot be the meaning of this place, 
there muſt be ſome higher (ſenſe of it then ſo. St. James will help us to 
the beſt Expoſition of it in his firſt Chapter and 14 Verſe, Every Man, 
ſays he, is tempted, when he is drawn away and enticed by his own laſts; 
they move blindly and ſuddenly to whatſoever is acceptable to the Fleſh 
and delighrful to the Senſe, without any advice of reaſon at all, without 
any ſubje&ion to the ſpirit of our Mind without any conforming them- 
elves to that which ought to be the rule of humane Actions, the Law of 
God. Now certaihly that which tempts to Evil muſt needs be Evil it ſelf, 
chat which is perfectly good cannot tempt us; and therefore ſays St. James, 
God cannot do it becauſe he is ſo, What ſoever does tempt us therefore 
muſt needs be Evil, for temptation to {in being an evil fruit muſt needs 
proceed from an evil Tree, a Tree that harh its root as deep as the firſt fin 
of the firſt Man, and our Original Corruption is the cauſe that there is 
any ſuch thing as unlawtul loft in us; unlawful I fay, which is there- 
fore Evil, becauſe unagreeable and unconformable to the law of God theres 
fore Evil, becauſe rebclling againſt the Law of our Mind, and ſo violating 
that order and harmony which God at firit placed in our Soul. 
But that we may more diſtinaly conceive the luſt thar is here ſpoken 
of, and the true Nature of it, it is fit that we learn it of St. James in hi 
eſs 


firſt Chapter and 14 and 15 verſers, where he diſcovers the progr ; 
. ; : , 0 


of it, and deſcribes to us the PRs. eps and riſes and periods of this Evil. 
Every one is tempted, &Cc. : | | 

Out of which Words the Schools have obſerved three ſeveral ſteps and 
gradations of Sin, the Suggeſtion, the Delight, the Content, Firſt the Sug» 
geſtion which is not certainly ( as ſome conceived) only when either our 
memory or our ſenſe do propoſe to us an Object in it ſelf delightfol to the 
ſenſes, the injoying whereof is contrary to the Law of God; but whenit is 
propoſed to us us under the confideration of being enjoy d, when by the help 
and aſſiſtance ot our Nature and Rebellious Corruption, this very unlawful 
enjoying is preſented and ſuggeſted to our deſires, towards which the firſt 


| motions, the ſtarts and beckenings and twiches of our deſires, are the firft 


degree of Sin; then weare, as the Apoſtle ſays, Drawn awayby our luſts, 

The next is the Delight and Contentment that we take in the contem- 
plation of that unlawful enjoying; then Sin conceives ſaith St. James, for 
it conceives with delight. : | 

The laſt is that expreſs and formal conſent of the Will to exerciſe and 
put in practice what has been thus ſuggeſted, and ſo delightful unto us; 
then it becomes as St. Paul ſays, compleat and perfect Sin, And indeed 
theſe three degrees are not unfirly compared to the three perſons that act- 
ed their ſeveral parts in the firſt fin of Adam: Namely, to the Serpent, 
the Woman, and the Man. The Serpent, there's the inſinuating ſugge« 
ſtion ; the Delight, there's the deceived Woman; and the Conſent, there's 
all Luſt ; the Man, and then all is compleat. Now to draw our Diſcourſe 
to a Head, after we have thus opened the Caſe. The Queſtion now robe 
ſtated and reſolved is, Whether all or ſome only of theſe degrees are here 
meant by our Saviour, when he tells us, That he that looketh upon a Mo- 
man to luſt after her, hath already committed Adaltery in his Neart. 

Concerning the laſt, the expreſs and formal. conſent of the Will 
to perform this fin, I have already ſhew'd you, that it is directly and pro- 
perly that which our Saviour here calls the Jdultery of the Heart; con- 
cerning the ſecond there may ſeem to be ſome difficulty ; I am not apt to 
make fins that God hath nor; and I ſhould be very ſhie of determining the 
particular, bur that I find thoſe who agree very litcle amongſt themſelves ; 
Dominicans Feſuits, Lutherans, calueniſts yet to agree upon this point, that 
which they call Delectatio Moroſa namely that the delight about enjoying and 
unlawful Object ( if at the leaſt it have any ſtay and continuance in us) is 
alſo to be put in rhe ſame rank with conſent it ſelf ; becauſe the Will, tho' 
it do not formerly conſent, yer implicitly it does, becauſe it does not curb 
and reſtrain, as by Duty it is bound to do; It offends as a Governour, tho 
not as an Actor; in ſuffering, tho' not in doing; and that therefore even 
ſuch a delight in this particular fin, tho' we do not fully and teſolutely in- 
tend and purpoſe to commit it, is alſo comprehended under this, Adulte - 
ry of the Heart here ſpoken of by our Saviour. Laſtly, concerning the 
firſt degree, thoſe ſudden ſtarts and firſt motions towards unlawful acts, 
tho' they are evil in themſelves, yet out of God's mercy, they are not ſo 
imputed to thoſe that are in Chriſt : Not that the Nature of them is chan- 
ged that of evil they ſhould become good; but that the effeR of them is 
changed, as to us-wards they are not evil to Condemnation; that is, if we - 
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affligded and troubled, not eaſed and delighted with them, they are 
lefe as the Canaauites were amongſt the Iſaslites, to keep us humble to 
wards God, and ſolicitous in our ſelves to exerciſe vs, not to ruin us. 
Not that we ſhould yield, but that we ſhould conquer for our virtue and 
tryal; nor for our deſtruction and condemnation. = i 
You ſee now what this luſting is our Saviour ſpeaks of: we come next 
to the looking, Hz that looketh, &c, Of which very briefly. 


There may be ſeveral Senſes of thoſe words, he that looketh to luſt, fo 


this Te 96 15 6 g ν this Wege here denotes either the event 
of looking, or the end of looking; the event of looking, that is, he that 
Iooketh and afterwards doth luſt, or the end of looking, that is, he that 
looketh purpoſcly that he may luſt; Concerning the latter of theſe, he 
that looketh purpoſely that he may luſt. he that implors his Senſes as Fa- 
ctors for his lofts, to provide fuel for that Fire, and to ſearch out Objects 
tor thoſe unlayful Deſires, he that as the Apoſtle ſays, has Eyes full of 
Adultery, and therefore looketh that he may luſt; of ſuch a Perſon as 
this we Fl make no ſeruple to determine, that he directly falls under 
our Saviour's cenſure here, and is one of thoſe that has already committed 
Adultery in his heart. - - 1 229: 
Concerning the other; he that looketh only and afterwards luſteth 
though in that look of his he had no ſuch intention, yet if his curioſity or 
his negligence be ſo great, that he has no care at all of his ſenſes, that 
ſuffers his Eyes to run at random, and makes no manner of Covenant 
with them, and ſets no watch upon thoſe Windows at which death may 
enter in, if he ſo look that he do luſt, if this event do enſue upon him by 
his on default if his Soul be ſo like a City without Gates and Bars that 
all Objects are ſuffered to enter in without controul, if he have no care 
at all of the firſt degree of Sin, which is the ſuggeftion, bur entertains a 
Parley with this Serpent, and either negligently or curiouſly leads him- 
ſelf into Temptation, if upon that ſuggeſtion there follow delight, and 
with that delight fin conceives (much more if it proceed fo far as to con- 
ſent and ſo tin become perfect and conſummate) though I pity his caſe 
much more then the former, yet I dare not abſoive him from the guilt, 
but mult render him up to the cenſure of our Saviour here, and not out of 
my ſeverity, but out of my affection and care of his Soul and his eternal 
good, I muſt tell him plainly and friendly, that I do more than fear, that 
ſuch a look with ſuch an event enſuing, will at the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, 
be reckoned Adultery in the Heart. 30 
I have at the length diſcovered to you the Nature both of the Crime 
and of the Fact, and have ſtated the caſe and given you ſuch Reaſons aa 
to me ſcem concluding, why and in what ſenſe this Fact of looking after 
à Woman to luſt after her ovghit to be reputed the Committing Adultery: 
in ones Heart. I come next to propoſe ſuch Motives to your Affections, 
to avoid this Crime, and take hecd of this Fact, as have offer d themſelves: 
to my conſideration; and firſt concerning Adultery. | ; "raft 
Bur what ſhall I fay of Adultery in an Aſſembly of Chriſtians 
eſpec ally of ſoch Chriſtians as I hope and am perſwaded are here 


pieſent to hear me ? a Crime ſo impious towards God, ſo unjuſt, 
o- 


towards . Men, ſo unclean againſt our ſelyes: this is a Crime ſays 
Job, to be puniſhd by the Judges, the purity of the Law of 
Chriſt, needs not trouble it ſelf about ſo foul a Sin as this is, ci- 
vil Laws ought to rake notice and puniſh this humane ſociety ; can- 
not ſubſiſt with this fin: A crime that breaks through all Covenants, 
confounds all Races and Families, diſturbs and unſ#ttles all Inheritances, 
and fills the whole World with Tumult and Madneſs and Confefion, O 
my beloved Brethren, 'We need ſeek no further cauſe of the confufion of 
this State then to have this crime frequent amongſt us; of this ſays our 
Saviour, Dict um eſt antiqus, long ago this fin has been forbiden, it has 
been reputed abominable ever ſince Mankind has been upon the earth, in 
the darkeſt times; no Nation fo barbarovs as not to acknowledge it, and 
in the wickedeft of times (wonder not at my expreſſions} no Nation fo 
extreamly civil as yet to forget it, even thoſe prodigies of luſt and blood 
the Roman Tyrants themſelves enacted Laws and Penalties againſt it, and 
therefore fof my own part, methinks I find my ſelf in the ſame condition 
as that Law-giver was, who refuſed ro make a Law againſt Paricide, be- 
cauſe he perſumed no body would commit it; and therefore he was loth 
to harch it by forbidding of it, for it is of a much leſſer fia_ then this, 
though of ir {elf great enough God knows, that Sr. Paul ſays, Let it not 
once be named amongſt Chriſtians? and thereivre of this fin, I hope we 
ſhall be ſo far from the Impudence of naming it, that we ſhall nor ſo much 
as have the /infulneſs of thinking of it. For let us conſider I beſeech you 
only two Mori ves upon which Sr Paul perſwades us ro avoyd Fornication, 
much more Adultery, you ſhall find them in the firit Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians (a People whoſe City was very notorious for that Vice) and the 
fixth Chapter of that Epiſtle, the Motives are brifty theſe, That they 
ſhould therefore forbrar that fin, becauſe their members were members of 
Chriſt, and becauſe alſo they were Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. Beloved, 
We of the Clergy, ſay ſomething fomerimes concerning Sacriledge, and 
when we do ſo we are counted Fools for our labour, but whether that which 
we call Sacriledge be fo or no, God will one day Judge, and I am hor- 
ribly afraid leaſt he be Judging it already; but I fay, be that as it will, I 
am ſure, that which St, Paul ſpeaks of here is Sacriledgs to the purpole, 
to prophane the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, a Temple which God has made, 
and not Man, a Temple in which God inhabits, wherein the Holy Ghoſt 
does eruely and literally dwell and reſide, to prophane ihis, not only to 
worldly buſineſs, but to finful buſineſs, to luſt, to uncleanneſs, to Foruca- 
tion, to take the members of Chriſt and make them the members of an 
Harlot, as the Apoſtle ſays, certainly my Brethren, it is the moſt rheto- 
rical, the moſt emphatical expreſſion in the whole Bible, che Members of 
Chriſt, ſo pure, ſo holy, ſo ch ſt, ſo honourable, and to make theſe the 
members of an Harlot: an Harlot, What's that? Why what is it but the 
Common Sewer, that receives all the filth of the Town, I humbly crave 
your pardon for my expreſſion; it is indeed too ſhort, it is not home caough; 
Alas! this receives but the natural lt hineſs, but the other receives all. tne 
moral filthineſs, We would acount it an horrid thing for ane to take the 
Body of Chriſt, and tread it in the dirt under his feet, and cumblgit up 
a ee e > 419 an 
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and down in the Kennel; why, it is much worſe to take his members and 
make them the members of an Harlot; a creature that is made up of Luft 
and Impudence, and the abſence of all Vertue, more diſeaſed in her ſoul 
then ſhe is in her body, not only. moſt abominable to vertuous minds, but 
even to thoſe perſons themſelves that make uſe of her, nay I am perſwad- 
ed at that very time when they are carryed headlong with the violent rage 
of their impetuous br and yet to take the members of an Harlot, why 
tis not poſhble the Apoſtle ſhould give a higher expreſſion then this. 

Beloved, we are apt to think that our members are our own, that we 
may do what we lift with them, but Sr, Paul will tell us we are much 
' deceived, Mu are bought with a Price, ſays he in the laſt Verſe, you are 
none of your own: A price, what price is that? Not thoſe Corruptible 
things of Silver and Gold, but with the precious. blood of the Son of God ; 
and after all this coſt beſtowed upon us ſhall we ſo unworthily imploy that 
which has been fo dearly purchaſed, ſhall we any longer fin againſt our 
own bodies with this foulneſs of Fornicatiox Shall we ſo profane the Temple: 
, of the Holy Spirit, and ſo horribly pollute and defile the members of the 
body of the Sox of God. O contider this you that forget God, leaſt he 
pluck you away, and there be none to deliver you! O conſider, I beſeech 
you, that if you be once pluckt away from being members of him who is 
the Saviour of the World, there can no manner of deliverance be left either 

for your Body or your Soul! | 5 
L have done with this part, I pray God we have done with the ſame 
alſo; I come next to {peak of the ſecond part, which is the Adultery of 
the heart. | 1 | | 
And of this certainly many muſt plead Guilty that are Innocent as to 
the other, and indeed the guzlt ot this is ſo much leſs, as the damnation 
of one alone is leſs then the damnation of two together, for the Aaul- 
tery of the body cannot be committed by a ſingle perſon, two together 
mult be involed in that guil t, that's an aggravation. that I did not tell 
you of before, and certainly it is a Conſideration that will one day fall 
heavy. and lye like a talent of Lead upon the ſouls of the Adulterers and 
Formicatars, that when one of them is reclaimed from the errors of their 
way, and with bitter tears and loud cries with a ſad contrition of ſoul has 
begged a pardon from God and made a peace with Heaven, yet the other 
runs ſtill at rydt in their former fins, drenched in thoſe habits of thoſe 
Tuſts hich they have cheriſhed and contracted together, eaſie to be cor- 
rupted, but not ſo eaſie to be reclaimed, the oue going to life with par- 
don and repentance, the other with impenitency to death and damnation, 
O chink, think beforehand what ſad thoughts concerning this particular 
muſt one day poſſeſs you! how cloſe, how heavy it will fit to your ſouls 
do have been the Authors of anothers nurepented ſins and the inſtruments 
of anothers mi ſery for ever, how foul, how black, how fooliſh this Mic k- 
e41cſs will then appear to you, that the horrour will then be fo great to 
you, that you will eſteem them to be in a degree of bleſſeaneſs that have 
no fins to account for, but only their own, and in reſpe& of this Adultery 
of che Body, will repute ic ſome approaching towards Innocence, to have 
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com nitted only the Adultery of the heart. 
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Ho great therefore muſt the other crime be, in reſpect of which this here 


ſo condemned by our Saviour looks like Innocence, and indeed well does 


it deſerve to be ſo. condemned, for alas! what thanks is it to us if we have 
had the conſent ro fin, though not the oppertunity? If we have forborne 
only becauſe we have wanted the confidence of ſolliciting, or the probability 
of conſenting, or the conveniency of attaining? If we have therefore on y 
been leſs guilty becauſe God in his mercy has nor permitted it in our 
power to be more ! ; F went 
The Will is reckoned for the Deed in the ſight of God, miſerable were 
we if it were not ſo in our good Works, and therefore it is but juſt it 
ſhould be ſo in our : Works too; before his Eyes All things are naked 
ſays the Prophet, but he tryeth the heart and reins, ſearcheth into the 
inward parts and corners of our ſouls, Mans Judgmene muſt content it 
ſelf wich the appearance only; all the Hypot heſes, the Suppoſitions that we 


can make here below muſt be according to the Phenomena only, when we 


have ſalved them, and many times before that alſo our buſineſs is done, 
but God he fees the courſe and order of our thoughts, Under ſtandt them 
long before, fays the Pſalmiſt, Judges them by their cauſes, diſcerns the 
ſpring from whence they flow, the end to which they run, the rule by 
which they are meaſured, | . 

O if we would take rhe Omniſcience, and this Omni preſence of God a 
litt le more to heart, what manner of perſons would we be in all holineſs 
of Converſation? What foul ſins would we forbear out of the awfulneſs to 
the preſence of that infinite Majeſty? Whereas for want of this, what a 
goodly ſpectacle chink you in the fight of God are ſome meditating 
bearts? | e | 

We ſhould account it an horrid thing, if any ſhould be fo void of ſhame 
as to commit Adultery in publick, much more if he ſhould do it in a 
Church, much more then that if he ſhould do it before the whole Con- 
gregation, and that alſo at the time when either our Prayers were offered 
to God, or his Meſſage delivered to us, ſuch an AF ſure we ſhould repute 
a Sacrilegious Impudence, and there would not be ſome Phinees awanting, 
that would be ready to ſtrike through ſuch a Zimri with his Favelin; yet 
in the fight of that God that made tlie World, in the preſence of him who 
is the judge of ſpirits, how often do we commit this Adultery of the heart, 
in private, in publick, in the great Aſſembly? [ wilt not ſay in the 
Church, at the time of Prayers, of Sermon, even of this Sermon, whileſt 
I am ſpeaking againſt it, and that ſome come hither only for that very 
purpoſe, yet ſome there are that ſtick nor to ſay fo I would nor pray tor 
any fin, yer [ pray God this be rather malice then Truth, but if any have 
been ſo miſerably Guilty as to come hither with ſo foul an Intention, I 
hope God has this day mer him in his Way, as the Angel did the madneſs 
of the Prophet, and that from henceforth he will proceec 1 further; 
take heed, Sin ſo no more leaſt a worſe thing happ'n unto thee. 

Bur I am weary of this Dunghil, I have dweit too long in the erch 
of ir, I pas therefore to my third part, from the Crime to the ma v of 
Fat, He that looketh on a Woman to laſt after ber; he that wwiteri : 
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A ad here firſt of all (that ve may refreſh our ſelves with a better 


proſpect then we have hitherto had) let us firſt confider the extream and 


wonder ful purity of the Law of Chriſt, that troubles not it ſelf about out- 


ward actions, contents not it {elf with the conſent of the Will, but for- 
- bids the delight of the Appetite. and takes care even of the prime 


affections and firſt motions of the heart to fin, for as I told you in the be- 


- ginning, though rheſe firſt motions ſhall not condemn us, yer it is not 
becaule they are not evil in themſelves, but becauſe they are not fo im- 


puted to us, God lays not aſide his Juſtice, but he takes to him his mercy, 


he ſces thoſe firit motions, and he fees them as fins, but he ſees the Me- 
-diatour too; Nay he both ſees and hates theſe firſt motions, but it is as a 
Phytician ſees the Diſeaſe of his beloved Son, whom he does not there- 
fore hate, becauſe he has that Diſeaſe, he hates the Diſeaſe but he loves 
his Son, and would therefore deſtroy the Diſeaſe, that he my. ſave the 
Child. $ | 
Ho much therefore ought we to humble our ſelves before this gracious 
God? Humble our felves before his Fuſftice, when we conſider our own de- 
ſurts, and hnmble our ſelves before his mercy when we conſider his readi- 
neſs to pardon, and his willingneſs to amend us? How ought we to put 
on ſuch affections to our ſelves as he has towards us, to love our perſons, 
and to hate our Corruptions? If we be pleaſed, if we be delighted with 
them, there's no hope. of cure, nay there's no hope of pardon, we every 
minute grow ſicker and ſicker, till we are ſick unto death; it we will re- 
cover our loſt health, we mult grieve, we mult be angry with theſe Luſts, 
charm them away with our Prayers, wear them away with Faſting, vex 
them away with Labour, let a charitable Induſtry employ thoſe affedixos 
that would break out into Luſtʒ let it come forth in Fruit, that would 
run out in Weeds; the heart of Man will ſtill be putting out ſomewhat, 
if Grace work not, Corruption will; if our heart be ſuffered to be like a 
ſtanding Pool, we muſt expect the ſurface of it to be covered with Froth 
and Scumme, where there is fulneſs of Bread, and Idleneſs to boot, we 
muſt expcct even the ſins of Sodom to follow after; God has put it into our 
power to avoid or overcome theſe Temptations, by Devotion, by Auſterity, 
by Buſineſs; much more not to lead our ſelves into Temptation. Not 
to look upon a Woman, that we may luſt after her, which is my laſt part, 
He that looketh, _ i Fi 1 TOY 
And here I muſt not paſs by a good Obſervation of Saint Chryſoſtom e 
upon this Text of our Saviour, He that looketh upon a Woman, &c. 
that though at the firſt bluſh it may appear to be Durus Sermo, a hard 
{iying, and we are ready to cry out with the Diſciples, Who can bear it, 
yet if we conſider it well, ſays he, it will appear to have more of Gentle- 


. neſs and Lenity then of Hardneſs and Severity: Had our Saviour indeed 


injoyned us to look, and withal forbidden us to luſt, it had been perhaps 
ro many men as it he had bidden them to ſtand by the fie and yet forbid- 
den them to be warm, bur when he forewarns us of our danger and ſhews 
how co avoid it, when he tells us if we be apt to Luſt, we ſhould take 
care not to Look, this ſure is mercy and Lenity, for tis as if a Friend 
mould thus adviſe us, has Drunkenneſs at any time put you in danger of 
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your life, and are you apt to be overcome with Wine when you drink? 
if you have not the gift of Temperance, forbear it altogether, better to 
drink no Wine at all, then to be in Danger of Death by it? So our Savi- 
our here, Can you not make a Covenant with your. Heart not to Luſt 2 
Why then make a Covenant with your Eyes not to Loot; I am ſure that 
is in your power, if you would not fin, do not run into temptation. 

But you will ſay, Why, ro what end was Beauty made then, if it were: 
not made to be ſeen and. loołed upon? Here's a. Doctrine that turns all 
things into the firſt Chaos, that brings darkneſs upon the World again, 
or at the leaſt makes light wholly unuſeful, for what uſe is there of ight;: 
if Uzlineſs and Beauty muſt be equally forborn? So wiſe we are for our 
own hurt, and ſo wittily as we think we Argue for our own deſtruction, 
the Light we knoy is a beautiful Creature, and a pleaſant thing it :ĩs to 
behold the Sun, ſays Solomon, yet we think it very reaſonable. for the 
Phyſician to ſay to us, Are your Eyes fore? Then forbear to leok upon 
the beautiful Light, and in the mean time we do not think it reaſonable 
for the Phyſician of our Souls to ſay to us Are your Eyes Luſtful? Then 
forbear to look upon that Beautiful Woman; Yes, perhaps we begin to 
think it ſomewhar reaſonable, but we ſtruggle againſt it with grudging 
snd diſcontent, juſt as the ſick man does againſt his Phyſician that out of 
his care to him has ſtrictly forbidden ſuch or ſuch a meat, he thinks fit 
to obey at laſt, but with ſuch a repining,. ſuch a languiſhing, and, unwill- 
ing obedience, as if he had now no pleaſure left in life, as if it were all 
one to him to refrain this and to dye, what care now has the Phyſician 
for ſo perverſe, ſo warngling an Appetite, but to deal plainly with him, 
that he may eate if he pleaſe, but if he do he will certainly dye? So here 
What, take away all pleaſure of life, no looking upon that beautiful Sex, 
as good then pull out eur Eyes alſo; Right ſays our Saviour ( reſolutely 
ſhaking off this wrangling Sophiſtry ). not only as good, but you- had 
better do ſo then Luſt. If thine Eye offend, ſays he in the next Verſe, 
yea though it be thy right Eye, molt, dear, moſt uſeful to thee,, yee 
pluck it out, though it be with pain, and caſt it from thee, though it 
be with regret, for thine Eyes were given thee for thy benefit, to direct 
thee in thy way; not to be unto thee an occaſion of falling, better oye of 


thy Members ſhould periſh-then thy whole boa be caſt into Hell ; if thine 


Eye be more worth then thy whole body, if to look with the danger af 


. luſting. be a greater pleaſure then the ſuffering, of Hell fire be a pain, then 
| look on and ſpare not; but if, as the Prophet ſays, No Man can awell 


with perpetual burnings, then ſure it is better to farbear a ſhorc, plea» 
fure chen to hazzard eternal torment, e 2 nf bos z ncht, 
Well perhaps ar laſt we are reſolved to obey this precept, yet our Na- 
ture is ready to cry out Durus Sermo, tis a hard task though, agd to 
finfal men it is ſo indeed; My brethren (I beſeech God every day to 
make it eaſier to every one of us (but remember withal, that Hels an 
ill place, and Heaven is a very good one; that Chriſt hath performed a 
much harder task for our ſakes; that the buſineſs we are now upon, 6 
matter either of eternal death or eternal life; that Strait is the Gate 
and Narrow is the Way that leadeth to that life, and Jem g, | 

; | ; that 
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that find it, that Heaven is entred by Yoilence, and the Voilent take it 
by force, not getting thither unleſs we offer force and. yoilence to our cor- 
ruption and lufs, and put a curb and reſtraint upon our natrural inclina- 
tions, a watch and a guard upon our outward ſenſes: I confeſs it is a hard 
task, but that I may make it more eafy to you I ſhall now ſay ſomwhar 
to the other Sex, and I ſhall at laſt turn my diſcourſe from thoſe that 
look te thole that are looked upon. © | 
For you are they that muſt aſſiſt in this Cure, and contribute your part 
to the Obſervation of this precept of our Saviour; för as God has com- 
mitted to men the protection of your ſafety, ſo alſo he hath intruſted to 
you the conſervation of their chaſtity. To look upon you (as things are 
carried by the cuſtom of this Country) for the mot part lyes wholly in 
their power, but to look ſo that they may not Inſt. that commonly lyes 
very much in yours; For let the fruit be never ſo pleaſant to the eye, if 
there be no hope that it will be fit for food, the Serpent will have but 
ſmall incouragement for his temptation; It may indeed fall out, that if 
Angels themſelves ſhould deſcend from heaven, and appear cloathed in 
humane Beauty, there may not want fuch ſons of Belial that may even 
break through a door to attempt their chaſtity, but theſe are the children 
of Sodom. Our Cities have few ſuch iuhaditants, few men are come to 
that excellency of wickedneſs as to be like Satan himſelf, who delights to 
tempt the virtuous moſt; No, no, that wretchedly miſcalled Love, that 
has ſeduced ſo many ſouls to their ruin: that which our Saviour calls by 
its true name, how gently ſoever we may think fit to deal with it, that 
which is indeed our Ialeneſ is made our buſineſs, has not yet arrived to 
fuch Poetical tasks as to have impoſſibility for its object; they are Fools 
only which fit down to veiw a ffrength which themſelves eſteem Impreg- 
nable, np. 
A Woman certainly may if ſhe pleaſe carry her ſelf with that gallant- 
neſs of Chaſtity, and be ſo fortiſied by a publick reputation; that even in 
the middeſt of a crooked generation, when weaker places are daily tak- 
en in about her, yer ſhe may ſtand alone, not only unconquered and un- 
attempted, but even unhoped for and undeſired: She may be ſo conſecrated 
by her known Virtue, that nothing that is vile, nothing that has but 
ſuſpition of evil ſhall dare to approach her; that we ſhall not have the 
confidence to dart any Look to her face that we would not ſend up towards 
Heaven; nor preſent auy Suit ro that Ear, that we would not bring to 
the Temple and rhe Altar: And as when we ſee a comely and magnificent 
ſtrücture dedicated to the Divine Service, it adds an advantage even to 
pious thoughts, and ſtrikes religious reverence into all ſober men, vhilſt 
the very beholding theſe things to be conſecrated to God (which were 
they applyed even to ill uſes, would yer retain in themſelves an inherent 
excellency ) does even by our ſenſes lead us on to Devotion, and cauſes a 
ſecret and happy conſent and harmony between the Spiritual and Senſible 
part of Man in holy duties; fo alſo choſe perſons whom God hath built in 
ah extraordinary manner, and indued with Beauty above others, if theſe I 
ſay, m an age and complexion and conſtitution ripe for delight, and 
eaſoned for pleaſure, ſhall yet conſecrate themſelves to God _ his 
8 | | ervice, 
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ſervice, by works of Piety, and Charity, and not only by an unblem- 
Fe iſhed life, but by pure and unſpotted thoughts preſerve themſelves either 
in a fingle or conjugal Chaſtity; O what good is there that theſe perſons 


at may not do! How many men may they conduct to Heaven, that might 
d perhaps have bzen ſo unfortunate, as to have followed, had they led on, 
of to Hell? What a teſtimony will it be to Religion, ro ſee the beſt and 


choiceſt things thus conſecrated to it? How will they be like the Far of 
the Sacrifice to increaſe Mens Devotion; and how exceedingly to the honour 
of their Creatour, will they be able to imploy that natural Dominion that 
Beauty enjoys over the hearts of the Spectatours. e 
For, Beloved, I hope we are not ſo vain or ſo wicked, as te think that 
Beauty is none of God's Gifts, ſure if ir be it may be imployed ro his 
Glory, Men may behold it to their Benefit as well as loo upon it to LuF. - 
God has not ſent it into the World as 2 trap and a ſnare. only to do 
miſchief, and given it ſo great a power over the Soul of Man only to 
deſtroy it; No, no, We read in the Eceleſiaſtical Story, how great an 
influence towards the Converſion of the firſt Chriſtian King of Fance, 
proceeded from the Beaury and agreeableneſs of his Chriſtian Wife; And 
even in our Engliſh Story we find thus much, that God ſtirred up the 
heart of Gregory the Pope, to ſend Preachers to our Saxon Anceſtours, 
only by beholding the Comlineſs of ſome of the Inhabitants then Priſo- 
ners at Rome? and in the wonderful Providence of God, it was ſo diſ- 
poſed, that the firſt occaſion of the Converſion of this Nation, was the 
Beauty of the People. „* nach ee S103 DS 1678 
Thus you ſee God has plac'd it in your power, to be the Inſtruments 
either of much good or much evil; and puts it to your choice, whether 
you will lead after you a train and retinue of Hearts, towards him, or 
towards his. Enemy. ; 1 1 £14453 aw ROK 1 
l hope none here will be Authors of a defection from God; none that 
will de like the Idolaters Temple, fair and goodly without, but within 
contain nothing bur an Ape, or a Goat, or ſome more de formed Monſter: 
None that ſo adorns, ſo ſets out herſelf, that (he may be looked on, chat 
ſhe may be luſted after ; that even defires'to be an Obje& of the Sins of 
Men, and accounts it her Glory that ſhe has been to many an occaſion 
of falling; if there be, I muſt tell her very plainly, That the Fire of 
Luſt cannot be kindled without the fire of Hell roo, If ſhe can endute 
this hereafter, let her pleaſe her ſelf in kindling that here. But 1 hope 


a 
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there are none preſent whom this Admonit ion may concern. 

Only to thoſe who have learned Chriſt, I have a few more Words to 
fay, and it is, That they will but ſeriouſly conſider one expreſſion of St. 
Paul, it is an expreſſion which before they have heard of in this place, and 

it is only theſe Words, As it becomes Women profeſſing Godlineſs': that they 
would but throughly weigh the Emphaſis of theſe Words Profeſſng Godlineſ5: 
Can it ſtand with the profeſſion of Godlineſs to be aſhamed of Chriſt before 
Men ? When you have been converſing with him in a good Book, or a 
good Diſcourſe, or a good Prayer, or a good Meditation; and lewd com- 
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pany break in upon you; can it become you to be aſhamed of any good 
Words as long as they are there? Not to afford one Word in the behalf 
of Chrilt in that ill Company; but bluntly to ſay to him, Lord I deſire 
thee to leave me now, and to come again at Night to me by my Beds 
fide,- or to morrow Morning in my Cloſet; I muſt now comply with this 

Compaoy; We muſt diſcourſe who loves and is beloved, Call that Love 
which thou call'ſt Adultery, give it a gent ler Name, put a Bait on the 
Hook that it may be ſure to be ſwallowed ; or if net bear our parts of the 
Diſcourſe, yet give aim at leaſt: Let the Sin receive ſome Countenance 
from us, and our Reputation of Godlineſs be ſo far from giving a Reproof, 
that we ſhew not the leaſt diſlike, rather be rude to thee then them. 
Can this think, you become Women that profeſs Godlineſ + - 
Mluch leſs can it become you to ſuffer Men to make ſuch Addreſſes to 
you, as your {elves know to be holy repugnant to the Law of Chriſt, and 
extreamly contrary to the modeſt retiredneſs of your Vertuous Aneeftors 3 
to call that Friendſhip which neither tends to Honour here, nor Salvation 
| hereatrer : If indeed it be Friendſhip, ſure we ſhall-with comfort remem- 
ber ir at our Prayers, I would we could gladly think of that and God to- 
gether; however ſoit becometh Women profeffing Godlineſs to do. Iam 
ſure it doth not become them; when they might be as an Apple of the Tree 
ot life, to lead Men to Bleſſednefs, to ſuffer themſelves to be made an Apr 
ple of Good and Evil, to lead Men into Temptation; to be once patient 
to be looked upon; that they. may be luſted after, rather with Moſes to caſt 
a vail over their Faces, if at any time, eſpecially at Prayer time, there 
be ſuch a glory in it, that ĩt cannot be beheld without Offence. Sure it 
vill be a trouble to us one day, even againſt our Will, to have been an 
occaſion of other Mens Sins, and how light ſoever we may eſteem of theſe 
Wounds we thus make, yet all our skill will not make them up again; 
No Phyſician can cure them but the Holy Spirit and no Medicine can heal 
them, but the Blood of the Son of God. O confider therefore the Words 
have handled, how great the Crime, how dangerous the Fact! If yon 
will not conſider them, conſider at leaſt, who it is that ſays here, I ſay 
unto you. I who love your Souls more than the World does your Bodies; 

' I who certainly underſtand your Sins, for I have born them all, and ex- 
al weighed the leaſt of them; Laſtly, I who muſt judge hols ſins and 
give Sentences upon them, according as my ſelf and not any of you hare 
named them: -Contider I ſay v hat it is that is ſpoken, and who it is that 
ſpeaks it, and I doubt not bur your Practice will be thereafter. Which 
God of his infinite Goodneſs and Mercy grant, for Chriſt Jeſus his ſake; 
To whom with the Father, and God the Holy Ghoſt, three glorious Per- 
ons, and one ever living and bleſſed God, be given and aſcribed both by 
us aud by all the World, as is moſt right and due, all Honour and Glory. 

| all Power and Praiſe, Mighs, Majeſty, TY and Dominion borh now, 

. benceforth,. and for evermore Amen. 132 
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